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APPENDIX TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 13-17, as follows: 

13. (Amended) A vacuum device comprising: 

a driven body provided within a vacuum chamber; 

a driving means provided outside said vacuum chamber, which rotates and 
moves up/down said driven body; and 

a drive shaft connecting said driven body to said driving means to transmit a 
drive force of said driving means to said driven body, further [provided with] comprising : 

a first annular body secured to said drive shaft inside said vacuum chamber; 

a second annular body rotatably supported by said first annular body and moving 
up/down with said first annular body as one body; 

a bellows capable of expanding/contracting, which is provided within said 
vacuum chamber so as to airtightly seal the periphery of said drive shaft, with one end 
thereof secured to said second annular body and with another end thereof secured to 
an inner wall of said vacuum chamber; and 

a first seal member provided between said drive shaft and said second annular 

body. 

14. (Amended) A vacuum device according to claim [1] 13, wherein[:] said first 
annular body and said second annular body achieve a male/female fit with each other. 

FINNECAN 

^a^rTro^w (Amended) A vacuum device according to claim [1] 13. wherein[:] said 
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vacuum chamber is a vacuum cassette chamber and said driven body is a stage on 
which a cassette inside said vacuum cassette chamber is placed. 
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16. (Amended) A vacuum device according to claim [1] 13, wherein[:] said drive 
shaft airtightly passes through an inner wall of said vacuum chamber via a second seal 
member that allows movement of said drive shaft. 

17. (Amended) A vacuum device according to claim [1] 13, further [provided 
with:] comprising a means for pressure adjustment that adjusts the pressure in the 
space airtightly sealed by said bellows so as to sustain levels of the pressure in the 
space airtightly sealed by said bellows and the pressure inside [and] said vacuum 
chamber substantially equal to each other. 
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